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REF: PRETORIA 889 ( NOTAL) 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

1 . RAND DAILY MAIL ( MARCH 26) CARRIED ARTICLE DATELINE BONN 
REPORTING THAT " STRONG GROUP OF SDP AND FDP DEPUTIES" WILL 
ASK ERG TO INVESTIAGE WORKING CONDITIONS AND WAGES OF AFRICANS 
EMPLOYED BY GERMAN FIRMS IN SOUTH AFRICA. SDP DEPUTY LISELOTTE 
VON BOTHMER QUOTED AS SAYING REASON FOR INITIATIVE WAS " SUS- 
PICION THAT THE ABUSES UNCOVERED BY THE GUARDIAN ( SEE 
REFTEL) COULD ALSO APPLY TO GERMAN FIRMS". 

2. POLICIES OF UK FIRMS CONTINUE TO RECEIVE WIDE PRESS 
COVERAGE THOUGH LITTLE NOW OF SUBSTANCE ADDED TO INITIAL 
REPORTS. HMG REPORTEDLY HAS REJECTED IDEA OF WITHDRAWING 
UK INVESTMENTS, WHICH POSITION ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS 
WAS SECONDED LOCALLY BY CHIEF GATSHA BUTHELEZI OF KWAZULU 
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ON GROUNDS THAT WITHDRAWAL TACTICS WOULD NOT HELP HIS PEOPLE. 
SA STUDENT RESEARCH GROUP CONTINUING QUESTIONING OE INDIVIDUAL 
FIRMS ( COURTLAND' S WATTLE PLANTATION ONE OF LATEST) WHICH MORE 
THAN ANYTHING ELSE KEEPING ATTENTION FOCUSED ON SITUATION. 

3. IN INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS, SOUTH AFRICAN BUSINESSMEN ( NOT 
NECESSARILY REPRESENTATIVE) TEND TO RELATE PROBLEMS OE UK 
FIRMS TO GENERAL BLACK LABOR UNREST AND ARE DIVIDED OVER 
EFFICACY OF EXTERNAL PRESSURE AT THIS TIME. WHAT UNIVERSALLY 
STICKS IN THEIR CRAW, HOWEVER, IS THEME NOW COMING FROM UK 
FIRMS AND GOVT. THAT " IF WE WEREN' T THERE, EIRMS WOULD BE RUN 
BY SOUTH AFRICANS" WITH IMPLICATIONS OF WORSE TREATMENT FOR 
AFRICANS AS A RESULT. 

HURD 
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